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The (ommon-Wealth's Remembrancer, 
_ for diſcovery of the Diſturbers of - 
__© cher PEACE. 


Ss Riends and People, you have divers years been un- 


8 


| der the Rod, chaſtiſed by the Almighty for a- 
BRYZZ mendment, and many of you ſeen his Great and 
28 Marvellous Works doneamongſt you, even in the 

”  _ view of ſome that remain as Brands pluckt cut of 
the Fire, and have need of Monitors to remember them of 
their Leader therein , and there-thorow, leaſt matters of leſs 
moment: cauſe him. to ſhp out of their minds. 

But Tam here chiefly (by way of Queries) toput you in re- 
membrance how to conlider of , and tind out the Enemies of 
your Peace, Rights, and true Liberties, with their Ende there- 
in, (as manifelied by their Adtions) yet onely ſo,as if it concer- 
ned ſome other perſons, (and not your ſelves) leaſt you ſhould * 
be miſguided thereby, and not rightly diſcern berween per- 
ſons and things that differ , nor the Deſigns of ſuch as lye in 
wait to deceive; wherein all plainnefs is ( in loveandapublike 
way) uſed for their Reproof, Repentance, and Amendment, 
and your Care and Caurion to prevent the like for the future, 
when truly ſenſible of what is but in part paſt; and herein alſo 
take heed of being haſty to cenſure, leaſt you miſs of the Au- 
thors meaning,and the benefit hereby intended you, and take 
offence before you know by whom the offence cometh , and 
whar that is in you that is (o offended; for Offences do come, 

and the Wo is to them by whom:they come, not to him that uz 
love mentions them for amendment and, caution to others 
therein concerned, 

Are notſuch to be conſidered who ſpend a great part of the 
yeayly encreaſe of your Lands, Stock.and Labours, (in rio- 
tous living ) as they can contrive to get it. from you, either bp 

force or fraud, to uphold themſelves in Authority over your 
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Souls, Bodies and Fftates, ſo as not ta ſuffer you to come or 
go, buy orſelj, dweil or abide m Peace, unieſs you givethem 
wut they ack, fall. own anc worſhip before them, and (at 
their plcaſiires) bear, indie forch of your Meetings, ſtone, im- 
prife v2, wn: otherwiſe abuie portions that (for conſcience ſake 
rowdrus Ui.) Gare notlo wn bur detlareagainſt chem as evil 
cdoers, the grecc from e&s of Peace, Chrigs Rigliteouſneſs, and 
your Souls, forme: y callec P4.ions, V:Cco1S, Uuratey Prieſts, 
Clarks, &c, anv vo; late call rhemielves Miniſters, or Presby= 
ters; bur how l;be Manies \ aa, tervancs ) divers of them 
| have tchaved ciwmiclves(rowarus God or man ) in former 
times, Hillories ſhew; ani in ialer rimes, yuur own Memories 
(even woful experience) May be ro youa true Teſtimony; Aſo 
ſuming to iheomiclvestictatd Ticle of 7r.b;;er, with Autho- 
rity to con! inte and orvam Others by laying their fleſhly 
bans upon (i: tothe, perſons heads; and ſaying fome inven= 
red jorms o: 1 0168 over them, all by a carnal Commandment 
atti.ebei: : 1 cac Head of their Church cut off, the Root ex- 
tirpaie.. becaule bad aid biccer ? and arethe Branches ſweet, 
anu tic Fruit good Food tor nour:ſhment? Who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unciean? Now letall ſuch as feel chem- 
ſelves truly couched and pinched by that of God in their con» 
ſc.en-es, rv:n m ihe minds, and wait diligently on him chat 
thereſmiteth ihem. ana ſhewerh them their deeds ofwnar ſort 
ticy a:C, and wou'd cleanle them from all unrighteouinels; 
but if tuch harden their hearts,and endeavour to excuſe themy 
ſelies by accuſing others, theu own Rod vv.ll be theirruine. 
[heentuing Queries (Ifuppole ) concern not all alike, but 
ſome more, (ſome leſs; ſome in many, and ſome bur in few of 
che enſuing particulars, and foto be remembred and ſoberly 
conſivered, the Great Contrivances having alwayes been by a 
few leading Priefts, and thenafterwardscarryeya on by a more 
eeneral Conſent , Concurrance and Ativiy of uther:, with 
{me contrauwt.on amongſt themielves, ana thac being p..ſty 
ſ>0n (ke Herod and Pat) they became frieniis top! fe ue 
rhe R:ghreous Seed and Son of God mn his mnocent anu belo- 
2d Lamis, their main bulineſs being ro ſupp: eſs the Power of 
oodlineſ:, and every thing of couſciencecourrary £O their hu- 
mane 


mane Inventions and ConftiSi2) ns , thereby to keep you in 
darkſome ignorance , anda ſuperſtitious , awtul reverence of 
perſons, places and things,ever to rakeadvancage againft you, 
and. puc Chains-and Fecters: upon thoſe that have the. true 
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zeal of God in fome thmgs above ochers, ſtriving byall' means 


ro break titat zeal y and bring. under that Spirit in the Lords 
Servants ( whac ever it coſt them) leaſt they ſhoul4 ( by thar ) 
be diſcovered and made manifeſt , and therefore ever ſeeking 
to keep unaer and our of Auchority all ſuch perſons and men 
of ſober, {erious,.and publike ſpirits, ſtrift lives and manners, 
and to: ger preieried mto Authority others of fervile ſpirits, 
that have a mixcure of ambition an vain glury, with other 
Vi-es fit to {erve and ſupport them and their Authoiicy over 
men of teader conſciences, and caule rhe fairhful upright,and 
ſit, to be derided, ſcorne\l, abuſed and vilifed, as in former 
and latter times is moſt manifeſt to all perſons wi.o!e mindsare 
not dark, troubled, aud blinded by cheir dece:vabie inventi= 
ons, | 
1, Wherher the {aid men are taught by, and come toyou 
intite Wiidom, W:1\.Power and Authority or G14, or of man} 
And what Rule have they to waik by, fave onely Incerpreta= 
tions, Inventions, Meanings, an iConcluſtons, raied and com- 
poſed (by chem(elves and others) as out of, and from the Scri- 
pcures, to juſtifie cher Do&rines, Precepts, PreAices, and Cons 
verſiations? And do they agree with che Servancs of Chriſt, 
or one with another, ( all ipeaking che ſame things 2) Or are 


"they nor thereiu contrary, and one contrary toanother, and 


difterent, according co the times,occations, and reipeQive Go= 
yernmentcs, one wiule praymsg, preaching, and concending tor 
a Religion, Way or Tainy, and at other times, orterwile, or a- 
ga'nſt che lame, frequently intermedling with Aﬀairs of Civil 
Government, and other mens privace Concernments and 
Conditions, thereby occaſtoning ſtrife and debate amongſt 
you, | 
Who,or what was it that confounded your underftandings, 
diſquieted your minds, and exaſpcrace.i your ſpirits (fo excee- 
dingly) one avainſt another in cne beginning and continuance 
of thele late Wars ana T rouvies, (the ſad etiets whereof you 

| yet 
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yet in partfee]) as to begin wich thoſe ſports and :paſtimes; 
whereof rhey had Books, which _ generally read and:pub= 
Kſhed in their Meeting-Houſes, (called Churches) about the 
latter part of King James's his Reign, for Encouragement of. 
Minftrels, Dancings, Revellings, May-Games, Stage-Plays,, 
- Morris-Dancers, and ſuch like Exerciſes to be frequently pere 
formed on the firſt Days of che Week, ( called Sabbath Days ) 
to the high diſhonor of God, ( whom they thoſe days alſo 
would ſcem eſpecially to Worſhip and ſerve ) and grief of the. 
perſons then Gomnkully called Pxritazs, and others.the ſober 
minded amongſt you, which then were by that means cruelly 
mocked, contemned , ſcorned, deſpitefully uſed and abuſed, 
becauſe they ran not with others into vhe ſame exceſs of riot; 
and (thoſe of you that remembers cheſe things ) confider who 
the prophane; che then irreligious and vicious-perſons did ap= 

laud and rejoice in, for publiſhing, encouraging, and joining 
with the {aid Exerciſes they then called lawful ſports and pa- 
times, 

2. From whence, and by whoſe Ordination, Concurrence 
and Agreement (in che late Kings reign)were the.then Altars? 
and by whoſe Praice,Example, and "ys ns Hey frequent 
bowings thereto, and at ſuch diſtin& diſtances and different 
 manners,with other the Inventions and Aﬀions then and there 

performed with ſo -greatzeal for their new high places, Rails, 
Garments, and other-Innovations? And who were they that 
in thoſe performances, and in viſiting Crofles, Wells, and o- 
ther places, in Preambulacions, ſinging the Letany, &c.. were 
adornedJwith Canonical Coats, Girdles, Surplices, Rockets, 
Tippits, Hoods, and che like, beſides the great reverence ſaid 
to be due to their pertons, Office and Miniſtry , which ( their 
Followers) were dire&ed to manifeſt by diſtin& Bowings, ſtan- 
dings up, and-kneelings down before them, when, and as they 
pleaſed-to teach, order, and command to be performed in 
their Meeting-Houſes an\l elſewhere? 

4. Who were they that ( as the aforeſaid ſervices were in- 
creafed) flockt to London, Weſtminſter, and Lambeth, to have - 
their Wages alſo increaſed to ten Groats. or at leaſt eighr 
Groats out 'of each potwnd of every mans Laitds, Stock, and 
| Labours, 
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Labours, and a part of poor tervants Wages, not then eftees + 
ming Tythes, Giebe-Land,and other their Offerings, Incombs, 
an leveral piurillities,a competent or ſufficient matntenancez 
but they '( being over haſty chere.n, aniu che time norjudged 
Cexlphalls ) failed iti thar patticular, and then what frequent 
Countels and Confultac:ons held chote men in the ſeveral 
Counties and coiters of the Lana (under colour of Lefuresg 
EmLler-Wcek-i afts, and other wile) ro confider of, confuir, 
and find our ſonie other way for Augmentation to their Aus 
thoricy aig Maintenance ? © | 
Wo were they chat begin and continued fuch, and ſo 
maiiy vexations Sttts im Law with their Pacrons, Pariſhioners, 
and others, wherewith che Courcs at \. eftm:nſier, the Great 
Afizes in Counties, and other Inferior Courts were even” pe- 
fteied ( as Records may manifeſt) bekdes their frequent Suits 
and Summons before, andin'the then Biſhope Courts, ſome= 
times for ſmall Tyches, working upon ſome Popiſh Holy Days, 
(though bur in, repairinga Fence to ſave Corn, an; preſerve 
peace amongſt Neighbours) for not g ving them tithely notice 
when Tythes were” to bt fet forth co them; for 'coing from 
ſome of then to Hear in'other Pariſhes, for Meerings (by chem 
called Conventictes ) or for 'not allowing Servants to join in 
the before mentioned (ports and paſttmes, and oft times obtai- 
ning Fxcomminications rheretore,and ſpeedily turning tkem 


into Writs, and thereby cauſing mens bodies to beattached 


andimpriſthed, whereby many conſciencious perſons were(1n 
a manner neceſſicate( to leave their dwellings, and this Land, 
to ſeek peaceable Habitations elſewhere, which divers of the 
ſaid ative perſons naade uſeof as an encouragement to their 


then deiign, iome boailing thereof, and that they hoped to 


have another Authority before it were long, whetein their las 


' bours havenot been lacking, neither at cheir then High Com» 


miſſion Court, nor other places, as hath notably appeared to 


all chat have been willing co lee it, 
Who ſerved, affifted, and encouraged the late Biſhops in ma» 


| king the Cannons, Liturgy, and Service-Book , ( little differ- 


ing from the Maſs-Book ) to be 1mpeſed upon Scotlans, and 
preached againſt the Scots, ( when that Book was refuſed by 
them) 


them, endeavo!rring to make chem,their Refigion and prattiſe 
ſeem odious,& their own, new-mnvented)AltarWorſhips, forms 
and bow!n;:, acceptable ſervices to God, thereby then-obtain- 
img a Declara-ion agamift rhe Scots, whereby (with great zeal) 
they proclaime:i them Rebels; and after thata Form of Pray= 
eragainſi them, which divers of the ſaid men as zealouſly read 
and ſeemed to pray in their ſaid Meering-houſes: And who 
(after chac) preached upan Army of Londoners andothers, 
to enforce che ſaid Book upou the Scots ; and for the mainte- 
nance of thoſe Forces, did the like to have Skip-Mony paid 
by you; as alſo concerning Grants to Pattentees, and pleading 
for ſuch and other Monopolies and Arbitrary Inventions, all 
oppreſſive to tender conſciences? Befides the many Articles 
(the Biſhops and they)then ſer forth,fo numerous and contra- 
difory that they could not be performed by the Church-War- 
dens (fo called) whom they cauſed (or rather forced) ro ſwear 
eo preſent men by ; nor could otkers find how to eſcape the 
Snares thereby laid for them. 

6. Whoy or what ſort of men continued the Convocation- 
Houſe ut Weſtminſter about rhe year 1640,(after the then Par- 
liament was diſſolved ) by a Commiſſion obtained of che then 
King, ( under the Name or Title of a Synod) and thereat 
made new Conftiturions, Canons, &c, Armed with Cenſures, 
Deprivations, and Excommunications, whereat was the then 
new Oath made for eſtabliſhing their uſurpations, and to juſti= 
fie their Alcar- Worſhips, Inventions and Innovations ? And 
who of them there impoſed that great Tax upon themſelves 
in genera), and on divers others, for the raiſing of more For- 
ces(as an Additional-army )Jto go againſt the Scuts,and procu- 
red divers of their Creatures to go, and ſend forth men, Hor- 
ſes and Arms, toearry on that their Deſign, all contrary to 
Li, and your Rights and Liberries, and C for the raifing 
of thoſe differences) ſo far prevailed,as to obtain the diſcoun- 
tenancing and putting out of favour, truſt and office in the 
Common-Wealth, divers of the moſt conſciencious, ſober,dif- 
creet, and fit perſons for thoſe fervices, and thereupon procu- 
ring others ( that they knew would comply with them) to be 
ſcetled in ſuch Offices and Imployments, thereby uniting a __ 
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of theNobility and Gentry to themſelves, as alſo the generality 
of the prophane,ignorant & negligent profeſſors; but theſe then 

call'd Paritans they found themſelves unable to ſeduce. Have 

need co remember you, or ask you concerning the charge of thoſe 

Forces, what, or how many hundred thouſand pounds was paid 

the ſaid Scots afterwards, or who paid it; or of thoſe other Mat- 
ters of dangerous conſequence, (by the ſaid Convocation or Sy- 
nod contrived) whereof all other ſorts of perſons(beſides them- 

ſelves) have ſufficiently taſted ? Or how they ſo continued ac&t- 

ing yntil the-next Parliament call'd chem to account, and puniſh- 

ed ſome few of them, but the generallicy eſcaped, and ever ſince 

have ſtood in the way of,and endeavoured to prevent all juſt pro- 

ceedings tending to your Rights and Liberties! Was not yonr fire. 
hereby kindled, unto which che Authors haveever ſince been ad- 

ding Fuel of one kind or other, to this very day? Were they not 

of this ſort of men that made Libels againſt the Parliament in 

theyear 1642. imputing it asa crime that the King was not then 

believed, and thoſe with him truſted, ſeveral ways charging them, - 
and provoking the people to diſobey that Authoricy , ſuppoſing 
to carry on their defign by interrupting and preventing the Par- 
liaments proceedings in order to your Rights and Liberties. 

7, Who were they that ſeeing they conld not be advanced by 
means of the Biſhops, preached againſt, railed on, and earneſtly 
endeavoured to have then ſupprelt, (whom bur little beforethey 
prayed for,as their Right Reverend Fachers)ſaying, The Biſhops 
did them wrong by taking upon them as they did, that as Pres- 
byrers they (the ſaid men ) ought to haye been authorized and 
called for to join in the choice and ordination of Miniiters? Did 
ir not thereupon generally ring in their S2zrmons, That Presbyte- 
ry isthe true Clergy, and the Church of Scotland a true Church; 
then contending for the Scots and Scottiſh Religion ( which 
but a little betore they cryed outagainſt, and alſo proclaimed 
the Scots Rebels, and prayed againſt them ) becauſe that then 
ſeemed their hopeful way of rifing into the like Authority as the 
Bihops had, each to be acleaſt a Maſter, Biſhop, or Presbyter in 
his Pactſh,and che chief men there, his Lay-Elders, and yet herein 
they did not then very well agree among chemſelves. 


B 8. What 
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$. What ſort of men, and who were they that divided them: 
ſelves ( asnncertain whether by the help of Rowe or Sceeland, 
might be their readieſt way of riling into Authority and Eſtates) 
into ſeveral Parties, and by Wricing, Praying, Preaching, and 
preſfing Arguments, perſwading you to go forih from your 
dwellings, ſome to fight 10r che King, ſome for the Pariiament, 
others caking all advancages in rheir Pariſh-Meetings, and elſe- 
where, to ſtir up diſcontentrs and enmity in your ſpirits one a- 
eainſt another, thereby hafting you taco a bloody and deſperate 
War one party againſt another? And what was chis for , but the 
obcaining of their ends by the firit Way of Rowe , or the other 
of Scotlgna? Either of which (it feemed) would have ſerved their 
turns to maintain them 'their Wives and Childrey. in eaſe, pride 
and idlenefs )wich Authoricy to puniſh ajl ſuch as ſhou!d preſume 
© contradie& them , or deny what they would have by way of 
tythes or otherwiſe , or impoſe any publike Charges on them: 
Thus prevailing with you co enliſt your ſelves into two great Bo» 
dyesor Armyes one againlt another , and by ſeveral inventions 
and execrations adgainit thoſe that were afraid or unfree to go 
foath in Arms to ſhed che blood of their Neighbours, Brechren, 
Fathers, &c. one party of the ſaid men crying , Come forth, 
fig hr for God and your King, the Lords annomted, and the Preteſtant 
Religion, come forth willingly , you fear not God unleſs you ſerve and 
honor your King. The fearful ſpall have their portion tw the Lake,” c, 
{ ſaid another party. ) Come ferth, fight for Chriſt , your Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties, *7e. And a third party ſo on both ſides by 
Preaching, Praying and Writing, as they ſtood affected, and as 
either Army came near their beings: I ſay , Was not this the 
means uſed? And who were thoſe men that then took chis way 
to beger and encreaſe your enmity and hatrcd one againſ} a1.0- 
ther, ſo between nearelt Relations as is ſcarce to be found or na- 
med amongſt ſober men, { ſuch as ſome call Heathens, that have 
but natural affeRions) to the end thar through theſe forms chey 
might find 0u3 an eafie way to their defired Haven, wherein to 
ſport themſelves,and rant it over other perſons ſouls, bodies, and 
eſtates; and this all under colour and vizard of Religion, duty to- 
God, and your good; ſo mult the King (by ſome of theſe men) 
be perfwaded to take Oaths and Proteſtations, and ſet forth De- 
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clarations that all he did was for the Proteſiant Religion and 
your Liberties, thereby to ſtrengthen his Party, and perſwade 
you to believe it; and alſo perſwaded him to ſeem to comply in ſe- 
veral Treaties with the Parliament, even to the very laſt at the 
Iſle 6i Wight, &c, Shall I need co ask, or remember you how a- 
Rive ſome of theſe men were in plundering on each fide, and en- 
couraging Officers & Souldiers therero, under pretence of weak- 
ning that party they ſer themſelves againſt? Or of the Contri- 
vances, Means and Friends, many of chem made uſe of to get in- 
to each others Livings or Benefices ({ if greater then they had be- 
fore) of ſome, thereby ſo entering into two or three ſuch Bene- 
fices? Or how divers of theſe men trove to give content to 
both Armies, to pray for, preach for, and ſomerimes give thanks 
on either fide , as they come near the places of ſuch mens reſi- 
dence. and either had prevailed in any ftorm or Victory, or did 
but ſay ſo: Were not ſome hen fo forward as to commend any 
killing of Eg/:/p men on the one fide or other, for exrellene ſer- 
vice, and chereupon rejoice and give thanks (as they call'dit) in 
ſomuch that ſometimes chere hath been ſuch Thankſpivings and 
Rejoicings on both ſides for one and the ſame Viftory ? Or ſhall 
I needt oremember you of their Railings, Revilings, and evile 
ſpeaking: againſt thoſe they call'd 'Arrimomians, Anabaptiſts, Ar- 
minians, Seitaries, Schiſmaiicks, Hereticks, &e. Or ſome of theſe 
mens petitioning againſt ſuch ſundry times, blowing the Coles on 
both fides the fire, as they got room, and ſtill adding Fuel there- 
to, for their deſign ſake, when a fic opporcunity might ferve, the 
particulars whereof (when colleCted) may ſwell toa very great 
Volume, which Work (its like) may be by ſome other more dili- 
genr obſerver thereof, their Ways and Deeds of darkneſs being 
not cafily diſcerned, and therefore I mention ſome moſt obyious, 
lealt they ſhould think them altogether buryed in oblivion, and 
continue impenitent, and you in ſecurity. Let me here add this 
alſo, (nor to be ſorgorten) that the Parliament were meceſlitated 
for your, and their own ſafeties, rights, and liberties, to call up- 
on you to enliit and maintain each other in a defenſive way,when 
the late King had ſet up his Standard, and proclaimed a Warin 
his own Land, amongft , and againſt his own SubjeRs, was not 
this the real. difference between his Caſe , and their endeavours 
| B 2 for 
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for you; but how far that will Coke any the aforeſaid mens de- 
ſigns,I lcave to you to conſider of and them to the light of Chriſe 
in the conſcience, &c. Which of theſe parties of this ſort of 
men are your Miniſters of Chriſt ? Or did he or his Miniſcers at 
any time ſo ſeek to deſtroy mens lives ? 

9. When many of the aforeſaid ſort of men ſaw they were 
not like to obtain their deſires by the King in the way of Rowe, 


_ What Art, Induſtry, and Diligence did they uſe in their next de- 


ſign to have the help of their ſaid Brethren of Scor/and , which 
they ſaw could not be plauſibly carried on and eſcabliſhed to their 
Wills without ſome conſultations about it , and therefore would - 
needs have ir by an Aſſembly of themſelves, which chey called a 
Synod or Aſſembly of Divines, ſcarce taking reſt until they were 
ſo owned, (though called together upon thetr entreaties, only to 
offer their humble Advicc to the Parliament) and how Authori- 
ratively did they then aR, ( as if they had been again in Convo« 
cation as, and with Biſhops ) andasif no man werc to doubt. of 
their Determinations, or queſtion their contrivances, ſome Wri- 
ting, and others ſpeaking as in As 15. that it might be ſaidof 
their proceedings, /t hath ſtemed good to the Holy Giſt, and to them, 
zoorder, dire, Cc. fo that every man ſhould receive rules from 
them in all things pertaining to the Worſhip and Service of God: 
Bur he that ſits in Heaven laughs them to ſcorn. It is ( alſo ) like 
many of you may remember what great haſt they then made to 
have their Decrecs eſtabliſhed accordingly, and bow they took 
their opportunities for it , -when divers Members of Parliament 
were imployed in the Countrey and-Arny, their favourites (for 
the moſt parc) being thenin the Houſe, thereby ro ſeccle them- 
{:1ves ſo, as to be able ( with affiſcance of their Lay-Elders they 
would chuſe ) ſufficiencly to Maſter , and deal with all Sectaries 
and other perſons that ſhould prove refractory, or any way dif- 
obedient to them or their Decrees , either by their Parochial, 
Claſſical, Proyincial, or National Inquiſition , or High Commiſ- 
ſton Courts. 

IO. Is it here requiſite to be remembred what Charge thac 
Synod was to you at 4.s. per. diem each man, and large Benefices, 
beſides the Allowances given to ſome of them by the Commirree 
they obtained, called, The Committee for plundered 211 iſters when 
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few of them weye' plundered; and in caſe ſome one of many 
di loſe chat way, he mutt be ſpeedily and ſufficiently repair- 
ed our of your moneys, or elſe that would ſerve for a railing 
Theme, to fiil up divers of their Hour-Sermons. Are not theſe 
perſons the now great Plunderers in all parts of the Com» 
mon-Wealth, forcibly taking (and caufing to be taken) away 
mens Corn, Catce], and other Goods, what, and when they 
pleaſe, under colour of their Office and Miniſtry, and never- 
theleſs now prevailed to have their ſaid Commiree revived as 
for plundered Miniſters, whiles thouſands of poor, ( whereof 
divers have been plundered, and remain without any relief) 
not onely vvant Bread , but Imployments vyhereby to la- 
bour for the relieving of themſelves, Wives and Children. 

But what at laſt did the ſaid Aſſembly or Synod bring forth 
but a National Covenant, a Chatechize, and a dead Dire&ory 
for the living God to be worſhipped by,with their eltabliſting 
themſelvesas rightly ordained beſore by the Biſhops , and a 
new Way, Method, and Manner of ordaining others,wherein 
their Brother Ca/amy led them to beginwith ſeven young men 
in his Meeting-houſe at Al/dermanbary in London, for an intro- 
duction intothat new deviſed Way and Worſhip,(wherein the 
Lord Godis not ſo mock*d, however they deceive themſelves 
and others:) but as tor any Benefir, Commodity, or Advan=- 
rage unto you concerning yourſouls or bodies, that ſeemed 
not their buſineſs 3 neither would they willingly then ( nor 
{ince) ſuffer other perſons to do their duties therein, and deal! 
plainly with you concerning your ſouls, ( when they could or 
can prevent it ) leſt they ſhould thereby loſe their praiſe wieh 
men, their Fame,& fat Benefices;for they wel know that when 
you ſhall withdraw your breath from them, they preſently 


wither, dye, and become asempty Idols, ſo that all men will 


then ſee whereof chey are made; but while you put mto their 
mourhs , { what they would have) fir your ſelves in gay and 
gaudy Apparel, and fo fall down and worlhip® before them, 
own them {becauſe of their Book-Learning) to be the onely 
perſons to ſpeak to you from Cod, and to God for you, give 
your Honors, Wiſdoms, Wealth and ſtrength ( that the I" 
oc 
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God hath given you for his ſervice) to them for the ſers 12 Of 
their luſts, (and exceflive pride of their Wives and Ghii.en) 
and pay all Military Taxes and other-lik-: Charges ior cacnz 
and they have the Gleab-Lands, Tyches, Stocks, Eſtztes and 
Incombs(they get from you)altogecher free ro manital, then 
in eaſe and idlenefſs, (without working with their hands (rhe 
thing that is good) and eating their own Bread ) when many 
of thepooramonsft you ( labouring and toiling hard ) mult 
pay Contributions and Taxes over and above what may , or 
can be well ſpared from rhe thin backs,and hungery bellies of 
their Wives and Children; I ſay, While you thus do, no won= 
der if you continue in blindnels, errors, aud 17norance,withe 
out the knowledge of God (to your ſhame) and neither ſee, 
nor delire to be free from theſe aft;&ions they bring upon 
you, which on you are jult that ſo uphold ad maintain che 
Fnemies of Chriſt, of yo:ur own ſouls, and the Nations peace, 
Neel yet furcher remember you how ſome of them have 
ſtrugled for, and got Augmentarions to their former Benefi- 
ces? How divers alſo have got ſifry pounds each man to carry 
them for Ire/a-d, and when there 100.1. or 200.1: by che year, 
and ſome more for preaching, or rather deceiving that people 
with cheir lying Inventions, and cauſing puniſhments to be 
inflicted upon thoſe that ſhall therein contradi& crhem,where- 
byit is evident that whoſoever hath gained by theſe times of 
T rouble, they have nor loit cheereby, nor their favourites fai- 
led them therein, though it is, or may be clearly ſeen, that 
far greater things have been exp:Ged by trem. 

I1. You may not forget the ſaid Solemn League and Cove- 
nant,ncrneed [ further tel you who bro1-ht forta that birth, 
and gave it that Name, as alſo ſometimes calling it the Oach 
of God, and National Covenant, (as cheir Brechren of »cot- 
land had ) bur fo cunningly contrived of ambiguous Words 
and Terms, to anſwcr all the Authorsends, as no Antinoman, 
Inarpenden , Arabiytift, Sceler, or other Setary (by them ſo. 
called) or perſon (in any kind or ſort ditfering from them ) 
mighr find a way toeivape out of their net , with full confi- 
dence alſo tlar they (the ſaid Aurhors ſhould be the onely 
Iuterprecors thereof, whereby they might turn the ſence and 
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meaning, any way at any a any occaſion to ſerve 
their turns, and teach their younger Brethren to doe the like, 
aſſuring themiclves that none they call'd Lay perſons ought or 
would preſume to interpret or give the Meaning of any part of 
ſo Excellent a Piece of their workmanſhip ; and then how high= 
ly did they excoll that new Idol (their Covenant) and preach'd ir 
up,as a thing ſo abſolutely neceſfary that none ought to refuſe ir, 


* remaining as reitleſs untill they had prevailed wich moſt of the 


Members of Parliament co lifc up their hands to ir,and ſubſcribe ir, 
and therewith got che ſtamp of Authority upon it, That all men' 
in the Nation ſhould be called, to life up their hands to the 
moſt high God, betore that Covenant, and ſwear &c, and then 
how was the ſound of that ſolemn League and Covenant in every 
mans ears (of Cities, Town, Countrey and Army) by the ma- 
kers thereof, and their younger Brethren riding and running 
from place to place, from one parc of the Army to another, in 
all haſt co ſurpriſe men thereby, eagerly preſling, and earneltly 
perſwading men ſpeedily eo take that ſolemn Oath; and many 
that could not be fo brought under cheir yoke mult be enforced 
thereto, ſome by loffe oi Eſtates or liberty, others by loſle of 
their Places, OfficeFand Imployments,- and all refuſers thereof 
ſtiled Malignantrs and enemies co the Common Wealth (though 
many ſuch refuſers were then with their Swords and lives as in 
their hands for che Parliament and your Liberties) whereby di- 
vers of your friends and faithful} ſervants were diſplaced and re- 
jeRed as Offenders, and then under this Cloak and Mask (of na- 
ming the moſt high God. and that Covenant) all other their in- 
vencions mult be ſheltered, uſhered in, and carried on, and the 
greateſt part of their Sermons be of the excellency of your (6 en- 
tering into Covenant (as they ſaid) with God, and of che bene- 
firs thereby accruing to them that ſo did, and the danger of re- 
fuling ſuch an opporcunity ſo to do, and this being thus carried 
on to the height, in the next place they could rell you how the 
Oatii of God was upon you, how you had litted up your hands 
to God, and of the great Danger of breaking Covenant with 
him, witli cheir chen new ſenfe and Meaning thereof (according 
to the thea occaiion) ty be obierved upon the highelt penalties, 
alchovugh it may be boldly affected, and ler that of God inevery 
mans 
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mans Conſcience anſwer him, whether themſelves that made ir. 
(taking them ſeverally and jointly) or any other perſons (thar 
rook it) then did, or yet do underſtand it, ſo as to ſay poſitively, 
this and no other is the meaning of any one of the ſix branches 
thereof, the interpretations thereupon may be, and are fo parti- 
cularly various : Ncither is it to be ſuppoſed that the Contrivers 
thereof ever intended it ſhould be underſtood by any man, but 
that all ſhould admire it, and be dfatisfied with their reſpeRive 
meanings thereupon, however differing therein, not onely one 
from another at one and the ſame time, but on all occaſions us 
ſing the ſame as a Ladder to clitab up into Authority over your 
ſouls, bodies and eſtates, (more generaily and Tyrannically then 
rhe later Biſhops exerciſed ) could they have gotten up to 
their intended height. -And were not ſome of theſe the men that 
tirred up diſcontents in the Citizens of Loxacx againit divers 
faithfull men there intruſted with the Miri, periwading that 
none were fit to have to do with the 24+/.:ia in that City, that 
were then of the Parliaments Army (they call'd Searies) or 
diſaffeRted to the ends of their ſaid Covenant, holding forth this 
Covenant to make way for them inall their Defigns, new Ca- 
nons, Conſtitutions, DireRorie, &c. whefeby their Congre- 
Sationall, Clafſicall, Provinciall and Nationall Courts were to 
rake their Riſe, and be eſtabiiſhed to enſlave and vex you with 
continuall ſuits and attendance fromone of their ſaid Courts to 
another, and all under the fpecious pretence of Religion, Rules 
and Ordinances for the worſhip and ſervice of God, and good of 
his Church? 

12. When the faithfull ſervants of the Common- Wealth (in 
the Army and elſewhere) were diſcouraged, and divers of them 
diſplaced (as aforeſaid) where,or what ſort of men procured alſo 
the bringing into theſe placzs many looſe, prophane, and diſor- 
derly perſons ' that could complie, take Oaths and Covenants 
as directed? 

And were not the Parl:aments then three Armies thereby ſpee- 
dily brought ioco a kind of Confuſion amorgit themſelves, and 
rendred unht for your ſervice, and on the other hand the King 
not onely became Maſter of the conſiderable Garrifons, but alſo 

f ihe field it felt and was It not (even then) many of theſe 
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mens great cfy : that God was againſt the Armies,and they prof- 
pered not, becauſe their Covenant wasnot generally taken, and 
ſtrictly obſerved, and that the Government of the Church was 
not eſtablſhed(asrhey adviſed and direted)whereupon the Parli- 
ament was neceſlirated to take notice of the approaching danger 
to themſeives &(you the Lord in mercy direQing)then drew forth 
of thoſe three Armies one intire Army,and therein again imploy- 
ed theſe faith:ull and valiant men (that before were ſo put forth) 
and others like faithfull perſons were therewith joined, and uni- 
ted hearts and hands together, under cheir then truly noble, 
faichfull and ſelf denying Generall, their Lieutenant Generall, 
and Major Generall,and other like Officers, and 9b<dient valiant 
Soldiers, to the great and generall difſatisfaRtion of thoſe Cove- 
nant Makers ; yet ſtill they prefſe to have their Covenant enfor- 
ced upon that Army alſo, a5 knowing no other wav to break ir; 
and that-at ſuch time when (under God) the -very ſafety and 
externall welfare of this Common: wealth lay at the ſtake upon 
that Armies Proceedings, and here noneelſe to ſtand in the gap, 
&c. and when ſome of the ſaid Covenant: Makers (and others 
of that ſort) had by their endeavours (as was then ſaid) pre- 
yailed with the Scots Officers and other- old Souldiers to with- 
draw themſelves from, and leave that Army, as deſigned for de- 
ſtruction, (whereof the Lord of Hoſts was pleaſed ro make an- 
other manner of uſe contrary to their expeRations) and when 
that Deſign took not, how ſhameleſly did divers of thoſe men 
rail againſt, revile and aſperſe that Army, labouring by all means 
to bring an Odium upon it, by falſe Reports andſlanders, and 
who were they that then prevailed with the ſaid Scottiſh Offie 
cers and others to wait in Zoxydoy and Weftminſter untill rhey 
ſhould ſee the defruRion of that Army they call'd the inconſt- 
derable number of Rawheads new Noddle, &c, whom (ſaid 
ſome) che Kings Party will ſoon make an end of, and then the 
ſaidOfficers 17vuld be tought to, might make their own conditions, 
& be imploy*d according to their deſires. What ſhould I ſay more 
of th: railing accuſations then brought againſt that Army they 
called SeRaries, propheſying the ruine. of the whole,Cc. in caſe 
theſe men-were continued in Arms, thereby to-weaken .all hands 
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in the time of the Parliaments greateſt weakneſs, how many of 
theſe troubles, did manifeſt their grief and ſorow of hearc when 
they underſtood the King prevailed not againtt that army (they 
call:d ſeQaries) at Naſeby fight; (much taken notice of, in, and 
about the ſaid Cities at thac time,) whereby ic is evident that 
theſe (of that ſort of men) with the Kuig, and others from him, 
were then indifferently agreed any way to do their own bulineſs, 
_ appeared fince, to your ſorrow, ſad ſufferings, and 
lols. | 

13. Who were they that held correſpondence one with ano- 
ther,and employed ſpyes in all parts of the land under colour of 
getting intelligence of errours and hereſfies, hetd ( as they ſaid) 
by ſome Officers and others of that Army, which one called Dr. 
Edwards ( a Prieſt thenin London did eſpecially manage; and 
what ſtrange things had they thereby invented co charge that 
Army with, and which were then pur into print in ſeverall 
books { one after another ) by the ſaid Edwards, called his Gan 
yrecxs, ſtuft with Miſtakes, forged inventions,and filchy hes, ſtil 
preſling their Covenant to prevent Errours and Hereſies, as they 
ſaid, and labouring with the Parliament for an Ordinance co in- 
hibic privat Meetings, (they called Conventicles, as the late Bi- 
ſhops had done)which they had oft before ſought for, when the 
former Armies were at a diſtance from London and chey ſup- 
poſed the time ſeaſonable, bur as oft prevented by ſome conſi- 
derable loſſes in the Army or forces, when in any meaſure the 
Parliament incline to ſuch perſons therein. | 

And who (about che ſame time) ſtirred up thoſe called the 
Clubmen in many parts of the Land(and ſome prieſts with them) 
under colour of defending themſelves , and eſtates from plun- 
derers, even when this ſort of men ſaw the Parliament like to 
prevail, and their ends not accompliſhed? 

14, Whoſe deſigne was it to have the late King carried to the 
Scots, when the whole Nation was even brought (almoft) into 
obedience of theParliament, and great hopes of a ſpeedy ſettle- 
ment (As ſuppoſing themſelves ſure that way to make their own 
market by and with him?) and who were they that ſo earneſtly 
perſwaded to have the ſaid Army ſpeedily Disbanded, ( when 
the King was bought and brought, back againe from the _ 
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and nothing elſe ſeemed to ſtand in their way) perſwading there 
was then noe need of that Army, and noe way would ſerve to 
Disband ir, but by troops & companies,apart one from another, 
before due ſatisfaction given them, or any ſatisfaQtion of them 
in what they had done, or any the Rights and liberties, (for 
which ſo much blood had been fpile, and Treafure ſpent) ſo 
much as aſcertained, much leſle ſerled and eſtabliſhed, unto you 
and them, arguing that the great Taxes might then be much a- 
bated, bloody Ireland relieved by theſe that ſhould after be en- 
liſted under other Commanders for that Service, ſome ſouldiers 
oe back to their former imployments, and others (of their 
chuſiog) be imployed here by this meanes to have broken all in 
pieces, and ſet one party againſt another, rather then to fail of 
their intendments, further pleading how dangerous it was to 
continue thar army, or to ſenil them torvether for Ireland under 
their own Officers, how ſoon they would ſo conquer ?reland,and 
fill that land with ſeQaries, and then how ſhould they bony 
with here at that armies return, when their doQrine ſhoulthtke- 
wiſe further ſpread over England; ſome ſaying (though they 
could not but confeſs thatGod had manifeſtly appeared in,and by 
them, and they had done great ſervices)they were not to be con- 
tinued, and therfore nothing could (atisfie bur ſuch a disbanding 
as might diſperſe, 8&diſcourage them &c.whereupon ſome officers 
of the ſaid Army, and ſouldiers, having notice of the deſign, the 
deſigners prevalency , and evil conſequences thereof to the 
whoie Nation, adviſed together how to draw up a Petition to 
their then General for latisfaRion in a few particulars, whereof 
ſome of the ſaid perfons got intelligence, and without any cer- 
taine knowledge what the ſaid Officers intended to Petition for; 
firſt had an Order got to ſappreſs the ſaid Petition, and there- 
upon a Theme to preach of, and cry out of dangerous principles 


| in the Army, and deſigns to oppoſe the covenant, labouring to 


have the Petitioners cenſured as enemies to the State, and how 
then,and by whom did the ſlanderous libels and Pamphlets fly a- 
broad, divers Officers of the Army impriſoned,and after releaſed 
without being told the cauſe of their commitment; and when 
(in much mercie to this Nation} they were prevented therein, 
bow did ſome prevaile with divers Lozdonzrs to prepare a Remon-= 
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france againſt thearmy,and-then ſtirred up Refarmado Officers 
and others; to enliſt men, and there got up another Army, and 
prevaild ſo far as to have theMilitia there taken out of the hands 
of faithful men, and put into other hands to carry on their de- 
ſigne by heading forces againſt the Army, and ſer on foot a new 
war which might have proved more bloody, and terrible, then 
that before; but the Lord of all che earth pleaſed ro turn their 
counſels (lice that of Achirophels) into ſoolkſhnels, and direCt the 
Army (in obedience to the Parliament) to-do their duties ſober- 
ly, ſoas that(in 2 mild way of prevention) things wete brought 
back into cheir former condition of peace, and the ſaid Milicia a- 
Saine into fate hands. 

15. Who inthe next place procured the ſaid Reformado Of- 
ficers, (whereof ſome had been disbanded, ſome caſhiered, and 
ſome lerved the King,) wich divers Londozers to force the Parli- 
ament to paſs ſeveral votes, &c. which was ſo great a breach up- 
on the privsledges of Pariiament, as that the Speakers and mem- 
bers of both che then houſes were necefficated to repaire to their 
faid Army for ſafety, and when returned (at their then next tree 
ficcing to recal theſe votes ſo by theſe paſtwhile under thac force, 
and alſo diſperſed-theſe Offiſers (ſo made uſe of to put that force 
upon them) but the many Contrivers &Abzttors efcaped, though 
much then ſpoken of, becauſe of he State of affairs at that time; 
buc reſted chey here?or did theynot rather wait for other opper- 
tuaities wherein the Lord by his wiſe providence prevented them 
ſundry times?yet for all this they were not willing to fee his hand 
ſtrecched out againſt them, and turn to him, neither do they yet 
ſeem willing: now all you chatin any meaſure are turned into 
the lighr,biought into the fear of the Lord, and did ſee his mercy 
and marvelous works in theſe times, forget not all his benefits, his 
deliverances (in your low eſtates) from intended deaths, when 
that Army was ſo deſpiſed and railed on (by ſcorners that of 
ſought their lives ro take them away )low and weak in their own 
eſteem, then did cheLord ſtrengthen and put courage into his ſer- 
yants that truly cruſted in him,and beiieved his ſalvation,cleaving 
unto him,and one to another with all cheir hearts, Yea truly then 
bleſſed were they, while many others before mentioned were 
EXcerciſed in curſing them, and ſorrowing at their ſafeties, and 
| | : ſucces 
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facceſſes,and when the Lord enabled ten to chaſe hundred, and 2 
hundred to put a 1009.to flight, for that was the Lords doing, 8 
marvelous in the eyes of many beholders, being in order to the 
great war (manifeſtly began) between 2Z:chael and his Angels, 
and the Dragon and his Angels, in this day of God almighty, 
to the terror and amazemen of all enemies that would nor 
Chrift ſhould reign over chem, but ſtand in the enmity, equally 
fearing, and hating the goodniſs, wiſdome, and mighty power 
pf God in his ſons and diughters, 

16. Wh6, and what men were they that in the heat and height 
of theſe Military affaires,aud taxes upon you, were fo reſtleſs, un- 
til they obtained an ordinance for tythes, (with trebble damages, 
or value for non-payment) fo far prevailing, that thoſe who 
had not wherewich to pay ſhould beimpriſoned &c, he that re- 
members theſe things need not be farther advertiſed of that ſore 
of mens practices, or prevalency that could obtaine ſuch an ors 
dinance (never before heard of at ſuch a time, in ſuch a manner, 
and only upon their bare words, that tithes are due to them, that 
they are the Miniſters of Chriſt, or that tiches are ordained by 
him for their maintenance, &c. being a task they never. could, 
nor cow (by Scriptures) dare take upon them to prove, bur 
they can tell you one while that they are due co them by Divine 
righc, another while by ſome authority of man (though noe a& 
of man makes them due; bur ſuppoſing chem due did order the 
ſetting forth thereof) that their predeceſſors received tythes of 
their pariſhoners for many gcnerations; that tythes are not!now 
to be queſtioned, that ſeveral Parliagents have judged them due, 
& ordered payment accordingly; that the Iſraelites paid tythes 
by ſpecial command from God, and would you (now under the 
Goſpel) pay leſs to Chriſts miniſters? that Gleab-lands and tythes 
are their free-holds &c, while all is but deceit and covecouſneſs; 
for they have no colour to demand any thing, bur as Officers or 
ſervants for performing ſervice, and that from the Perſons they 
ſerve, and during ſuch reſpeRive times as ailowed, and therein 
continued, but as for Chriſts work or wages, they neicher know 
the one, nor will be contented with the ocher. | 

17. Who were they that encouraged the raiſing of forces in 
London, and the adjacent counties, as alſo. in Wales, and other 
party 
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parts, and that then took and cauſed Oaths to be taken (with 
him they call'd Lord Cape/, and other Officers for the King) 
and pave their aſſiſtance therewith againſt the Parliament accor- 
dingly , and about the ſame time held correſpondency with them 
of the Kirk, or Clergy of Scorl-vd, whereupon an Army of 
Scots were raiſed and came (under command of Duke Ham. 
bleton ) to join with others here, and invade this Land, haſt- 
ing ſo far- towards London, as Stafford-ſhire, before the Parlia- 
ments Forces could meet with them by the then direftions given 
therein; and what, or who occaſioned the long diſpute between 
the Nobility and ſaid Kirk of Sc0:1ayd, whether ſhould appoint 
a Commander in chief of that Army, ſome of that ſort of men 
here being not aſhamed to ſay, that Duke Hambkren died a Mar- 
tyr? (Ic isis like they meant for that intended ſervice) and who 
were they that deluded the late King by their Sermons, ind other- 
wiſe ſeem to accompliſh , but not to conſent to ſeverall things 
propoſed to him by the Parliament; ſome telling himit ſtood not 
with his honor asa King, ſo to yield to his Parliament; asking him 
whether he would make himſelf a Subzet,7c. and at other times 
ſo craftily ating and adviſing between both (for their own ends) 
untill he was thereby brought to his laſt gaſp? and who in like 
manner lull'd aſleep, and miſled the Parliament ſeverall times, 
untill, #c? And who ſince have prevailed with, and miſled their 
lace Great BenefaQor and Proteor, and thoſe with him, untill 
he alſo fell ? and ſo ſhall all ſuch Builders of Babylon, and up- 
holders of her Merchants, even they that help, and-they that 
are holpen, ſhall ſpeedilyfall together. 

18: Who were they that preached up the aforeſaid Covenant 
in oppoſition to the Engagement, To betrue and faichfull to 
the Common-Wealth, as eſtabliſhed, without a King or houſe of 
Lords) bori in the year 1648.and 1649.” c ? Who ſent Letters 
and books into the 7:27; Army (when going againſt the Scores) 
to diſcourape and Civide them, and thereby to diſable that Army 
and prevent their Proceedings, and all whoſe charge, pains, and 
diligence was that correſpondency held between the Presby ters 
in Engl.mad, and Sce land,in and about the yea 1650 & 1651,and 
who ſo generally then preach'd up the Scors religion, Church-go- 
yernment, Wor{hip and diſcipline,herein E-g/and,and likewiſe in 
DE 4 Ireland, 
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Treland,. and all the time the Kirk of S$c:t1aud were carrying on 
their Deſign with Gharls Sryarr, whom they afterwards crow n- 
ed there, and (then with all cheir might) haſted co bring him in- 
to hrs late Fathers Throne (by way of Conqueſt) with that po- 
tent Army of Scors, and others here prepared to aſliſt- therein , 
and how ſad and unquiet were this fort of men (in all the three 
Nations) upon the defeating and routing of the ſaid Army at 
Worceſter ? and who were here the chief Actors therein, that ſent 
intelligence and timely notice of the fitteſt ſeaſon and way of 
that Armies ſo coming for which ſome (of the moſt notorious) 
were called co account, and (its like) one or two ſuffered, bur 
the generality of them remain the ſame to this day, as they can 
find out opportMiries in like manner to a&t for their own ends, 


' *{whether by ſuch correſpondency w ith any like men in Holard, 


or elſe where? And who cauſed the Turkiſh Alcaron to be Printed 
in Engl: after the Parliament inhibited the ſo Printing thereof 
and to what end, and who are the men ſubje& to changes, 
and alter and change thoſe they call Religions (in all ages)when, 
and as they ſee it may be moſt pleaſing to Kings, Queens, or 
Rulers, and profitable to themſelves, and augment their Autho- 
rity over the bodies and Eſtates of others, and (upon ſuch chan- 
ges)Preach that for the Word of God, and true Goſpel, which 
ſeems to lead to their preferments, by taking beſt with ſuch Au- 


© thority ; and in Authorities greateſt weakneſs, and Niſtempers to 


take advantapes over and againſt ir, as who is able to make men- 
tion of the many fa&tious Sermons in the times of your late 
troubles preached before authority, for which (they were fo 
cunning therein) they rendred thanks, ſeldom reproofs; but have 
they not often thereby hindered buſineſle of importance, becauſe 
not ſuitable to their intentions ? 

19 Who were they of the Presbiters Kirk of Scorlaxd that 
ated and conirived their Intendments ſo myſteriouſly during all 
the time of En9g/ands troubles, hookingin all interetts with their 
like Brethren here, as alſo in 1re/ayd,Hell and Hags?, and 0- 
ther parts for the carrying on of their deſigns; Their railing 
accuſations and ſlanders, ſo oft raiſed againit the Exg/i& Army 


while here; As alſo, when at G/aſcoe,or other parts of _— 
ren 
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their occaſioning the poor people there to hide theiv goods in 
theearth, and their bodies alſo, by perſwaditg chem chat the 
Engliſh Army of Seftaries would kill chem, and rake what they 
had; the ſaid ſort of men cxalting themtielves apgainit the Civil 
Authority there in matters ot the greateſt moment: theiy rai- 
ſing of Forces, giving Commiſſtons 11 the name of the Kirk and 
Kingdome, their inviting young Cars Stxart to them, putting 
him to take their Covenant upon his own Conſtrutions, and 
then Crowning him ro ſtrengrien their Parcy ard Cauſe : their 
diſagreeinents amongit themſelvesabour him and his, and other- 
wiſe their ſeeking affitance from Fravce, their treacherery againſt 
the E-giifh Army by their Kirk Army at Dunbar, and other 
parcs,”'c. yet could hey not have much harmedggr troubled you 


(what ever theyintend-d) had not many of their ſaid like Bre-- ' 


thren here fomented Differences and zſſiſted them for the more 
eaſie accompliſhmen: of cheir Kirk-Deſign in a generall way. 

20, To paſſe by the Popiſh Clergy (ſo called) in 1reland, with 
the cruel Murchers, and bloody Maſlacres by their inſtigations 
committed in that Land, daring thaa late, horrid Rebeliion, Call 
to mind and remember who they were, that (about the tenth 
year of the !ate King beiore ihe ſaid Rebellion brake forth) aſ- 
ſembled in Ds? lin, Compoſed an Inſtrument, and thereby rai- 
ſed a Subſidy, call:d a free Subſidy of four ſhillings out of each 
pound of all cheir promotions and Spirituall Livings (ſo called) 


£ 


inorder to a War, that had ſuch an inordinate defire to bear 
Rule, and exerciſe Authority, thereby to maintain and ſupport 


their new ſound Altar-Worſhips, Bowings and other their then 
then Inventions, their frequenc Diſturbances by medling with 


matters of Civil Government, ſo by writing, preaching, and o- 


therwiſe, of what they liked or diſliked in Magiſtrates or others, 
the ſeveral! Inventions and Deſignings in the time of the ſaid 
Rebellion, the ſolemn Oath many took and preached up, ana 
which many of the people there did take in the latter end of the 
year 1648. to be true and faithfull to him they called their young 
King Charls the ſecond, how they would fight for him, aſliſt him, 
&c. Whowere they that before and about that time, Preached 

* for, extolled and encouraged, thoſe they called their Excel- 
lat and{Right Honourable Lords (Ormond and Inchequin) to 

| make 
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make Leagues and Ceſſations, and joyn in 8mity with the ſaid 
Popiſh Prieſts, and 1r44þ Rebels, and that about the ſame time 
 1n 1648. Compoſed and ſet forth in Print certain Prayers (fo 
call'd)for their ſaid young King,and therein ſuch execrations and 
expreſſions againſt the ſaid Parliament and their Armies,as I find 
not freedome here to name, then and in theſe times frequently 
read in their Congregations; and yet ſince how forward and 
prevalent have ſome been in preferring their friends and favou- 
rites (ſeverall that aſſeſſed them in thoſe their former aRings) 
into imployments of publick truſt, by having divers faithfull ſer- 
vants of the Common-Wealth, put out of fach imployments 
to make room for them, and becauſe of not complying to do 
ſuch unfie things, as ſome of that ſort of men defired, whereby 
Juſtice hath been turned into wormwood and gall, and of ſuch 
perſons (fo brought into Authority) have they ſeverall times 
prevailed (by letters, preaching, and otherwiſe )* to have men. 
choſen as Members to ſerve in Parliaments, therealſo to carry 
on their Deſigns. Not to ſay much how the ſaid ſort of men 
have been enabled to do ſuch things by their large Salaries, or 
how frequently divers of them have cauſed the Publick Peace to 
be broken by the rude people, in and near their Meeting-houſes, 
in beating, toning, and abuſing ſober perſons that did bur tell 
(or offer to tell) chem plainly of their Deceits and lying inventi- 
ons (in loveand for amendment) that the people might ceaſe 
from theſe that ſo beguile unſtable Souls, the time being come 
that Chriſt Jeſus will have all ſpirits to bow and bend to his ſpi- 
rit, which is, if they were acquainted with, they would not one- 
ly favourably reſent, bur lovingly entertain ſuch diſcoveries and 
Counſels as tend to their own,and the peoples knowledge of bim, 
of whow many have as yet got but a ſound of, words, not know- 
ing whereof they affirm. x 
». 1. Ob. But divers of the before mentioned men would not 
have ſo taught, encouraged, or done the things they did in the 
\ Biſhops dayes, but that they were then under the Biſhops Com- 
mands, and liable to their Cenſures, ſo that they durſt not dif- 
obey them, leſt they ſhould be filenced and loſe their Beneficey 
whereby themſelves, Wives, and Children might have come to 
want, and they ought to provide _ their Families; he _—_ 
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the faith; and is worſe then an Infidel, which doth not that, 
and thelike may be ſaid in the beginning and timeof the Wars, 


ſome of them dwelling under the Kings Power, and others where 
the Parliament had power, and likewiſe where both Armies 
came upon occaſions; and further, that their affeQions led them, 
ſome to encourage and aſſjſt the one ſide and the other as they 
could have opportunities, &c.which I take to be their ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons , for I ſuppoſe none of them will now ſay, their Altar- 
Woeorſhips were done for Conſcience ſake, much leſſe will they 
ſay, they ſo laboured to ſet men to kill one another for Conſci- 
ence ſake, or thereby to exalt themſelves into greater Authority 
and Eſtates, and therefore briefly anſwer. 

An, Itewas Chriſts meat and drink to do the will of his Father, 
(who came.not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them) and his 
love in all his Miniſters conſirains them to be obedient to him, 
and labour even ſo to walk as he walked, in all things ſeeking the 
good of others that they might be ſaved, but never did,taught, 
or allowed the doing of ſuch things as thefe in any Nation, 


or amongſt any people upon any accouunt whatſoever,much leſſe 


for a worldly maintenance, Wives, Children, or like affeRions 


_ to any man or thing; and they that are ſuch lovers of their 


own ſelves, fear outward wants, or ſo pleaſe men, cannot be the 
ſervants of Chriſt, his Miniſters were never ſuch, and therefore 
let no man deceive you fo any more with vain words---Befides 
this, who, or what enforced any fuch men fo to preach 
or incite men to Wars on the one fide, or on the other? 
or who occaſioned ſuch iidings, making Parties, and cauſing en- 
mity in each againſt other ? ſurely this Parliament did it nor, for 
that it was begun ſome years before they ſate , beſides they were 
neceſſitated to. make uſe of all means and helps they had or 
could conveniently have for cheir own and your ſafeties, and 
prefervations, when tlie then King would not be perſwaded to 
Peace, but raiſed a War (by means of many of theſe men) in his 
own Land, with and againſt his own Subje&s, and yec where,or 
when did the Parliament fo «much as impriſon any of theſe men, 
becauſe they would not preach in their names for Wars, provi- 
ded they fate quiet, and medled not againſt them. 4 99, 
2. Gb. But the Prieſts or Miniſters are not to. be blamed in 
| ſuch 
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ſuch caſes, becauſe what they G3 is for thegood of the peoples 
Souls, to have them of an uniform Religion, whereby to pre- 
vent Secs, Schiſmes, Hereſies,and all ſorts of Divifions amongſt 
rhem, wherein the Magiſtratate is to take the ſaid mens Advice, 
and they to aſliſt and help the Magiſtrate therein, they being ſo 
uſefull in Government for ſupport of Authority, that all would 
fall into confuſion without them, it being their duties to fatisfie 
mens Conſciences,that all Governments are of God, and to di- 
red their minds ro Obedience and Subjection to every Ordi- 
nance of man in every change of Government, and Goyer- 
nours, and to help therein by inciting co Wars or otherwiſe, as 
they ſhall ſee occaſion. 

An. Inſtead of doing good to your Souls or bodies, bave they 
not done the contrary on all occaſions, pretending to be 
Chriſts Miniſters, to Preach the Goſpel of Peace, when they 
ſtirred up {trife, and prepared for War, and in ſtead of aſfiſting 
in Government ; been the diſquieters of mens minds, diſturbers 
of publick Peace, hindereis of Rulers in the making and due ex- '\ 
ecution of Righteous Laws, have not this fort of men been the 
cauſers of Sects,Schiſmes, Hereſies and Diviſions,and the means 
whereby Governours and Governments have been changed, 
(with preat hazard, charge and trouble to you) when not ſuit- 
able co their diſpoſitions and intentions ? and is not this theie | 
compliance with, and pretending to aſfiſt Magiſtrates, and do 
g00d to peoples Souls, their great Engine of Deceit, whereby 
they invent and contrive your Troubles, and carry on their ſub- 
tiland crafty Deſigns, under ſpecious pretences, ſolemn for- 
malities and ceremonies without ſpirit or life? Now let the wiſe 
in heart judge who in Authority or otherwiſe haye received any 
good by thern or their Counſels ; and whence elſe ſhould your 
troubles have had their Riſe, the King have fo raiſed his Army, 
or came by his Fall as he did, and (others in) ſomewhat a different 
manner) before and ſince? and contrarily, what peace and con- 
cord was in the Parliaments faithiull and unanimous Army (in 
ſcorn called New Noddle) when this ſort of men had leaſt to do 
chercin,&-moſt imployed themſelves in railings thereat?Doth the 
Lord God change? or do changes in Governours or Govern- 
ments alter his mind,or the way of his Worſhip and Service? or 
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is his fear truly taughtby the Precepts of men,or are his Miniſters 
ſabjece ro changes, as Governments change? from Popery to 
Prelacy, from Prelacy again to Popery, to Proteſtaniſme, Prese 
bycery, Independency, &c. hurrying people (as it were) head- 
long, ſometimes one way, and ſometimes another, thereby dri- 
ving all as into confuſion, and cauſing ſuch to become ſad ſuffer- 
ers that follow them not therein. Conſider whether theſe will 
be ſufficient Arguments to jaſtifie before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
at his appearing in his glory and pure power to render to every 
man according to his Deeds, it is moſt manifeſt, that Chriſts Mi- 
niſters would have rather ſuffered, (and do willingly ſuffer at this 
day ) the ſpoiling of their goods, impriſonments, and bodily 
death, rather then yield to any ſuch vile affections in themſelves 
or others. 

Conſider alſo who enforced any of this ſort of men, or 
what neceſſitated them ro become ſuch violent perſecutors of 
conſciencioas men by the names of Puritans, Precifians, Separatiſts 
non-Conformiſts, Browniſts, Anabaptiſts,Seckers, Quakers, c.to 
commence and proſecute ſuch and ſo many vexativus ſuits againſt 
their Pacrons, Pariſhioners, and others, to haſt ſo earneſtly in- 
to each others livings, and turning Wives and children forth of 
doors, to get augmentations unto their former Benefices,to run 
from a lefle, ro a greater Benefice, to ſeek and take Pluralities, 
ro intrap men by Oaths and Covenants, to revile and{ſpeak evil 
of perſons in Authority, to force mens goods from them with- 
out conſideration,or ſuch contract made with them , or ſuch 
mens owning them in their deceitfull praRices, ro cauſe ſuch 
and ſo many diſturbances in the Nations, or to become ſo Na- 
bal-\ike, that a man may not ſpeak to them ; what Rules or di- 
reQions, are to be found in Scriptures (which they ſay is their 
Rule) for theſe things, &-c ? 

The reſtraining of this ſort of-men, from making diſlurban- 
ces by medling with State matters, or otherwiſe; from a forci- 
ble taking of mens goods (that for Conſcience ſake) diſapprove 
of their praiſes, and leaving the ſaid men in equal condition 
with others, to prove their DoGrines by their deeds, according- 
to the Scriptures, as alſo clearly aſcertaining. your other. Rights 
and Liberties, and ſecuring you therein, might be a ſafe, ſpee- 
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dy, and honourable way of bo FO in the cure of the yet 
unhealed wounds, Ruptures and diſtempers of this Common. 
Wealth. | 

And now to your Omez herein (about others) concerned,con- 
fider ſoberly of your reſpeQive wayes and workings to accom- 
pliſh your own ends, what your aims are, and how evilly you 
have required the Lotd God and this people of theſe Nations 
for all the good things done for you, your Wives, and Chil- 
dren, for I deal plainly with you in love to your ſouls and bodies, 
and deſire to manifeſt that I have no hatred to any mans perſon, 
nor can be free to let fin lie upon your ſouls, but pure yon 
and others in mind of your former miſcarriages,and reprove you 
ſoberly, as the onely Lord God ( the righteous Judge of all 
the earth) hath commanded me, who is now ſhaking, not the 
earth onely, but the heavens alſo, that the chings which cannot 
be ſhaken, may remain , wherefore deal plainly, cruly and faith- 
fully wich him and your ſouls, be willing at laſt to hearken to 
the voice of Chriſt in his eruelight in your Conſciences,; bring 
all your deeds to that light, which never did, doth, or can de- 
ceive you in any thing, but (as diligent heed is taken thereto) 
will ſhew you plainly all your deeds (done in your mortall bo- 
dies) of what fort they have been, and are, with all your moſt 
ſecret thoughts thereupon,and intentions therein, with what you 
ſhould do, and what you ought not to do ,; for that would bring 


you to true Repentance not to be repented-of, teach you to walk 


honeſtly, as in the day,to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make 
no proviſion for the Fleſh,to fulfill the lufts thereof, © c. Hear- 
ken to that voice of the wel-beloved Son, and wait for his ap- 
pearance, that he may hearken unto you, and receive you graci- 
ouſly, before the doore of Mercy be ſhut agairſt you, ſorrow, 
ſhame, and ſadneſſe overtake you, and fo feife upon you, thar 
you find no place for repentance, though you may ſeek it dili- 

ently with tears, for there js ſuch a day of black and chick 
darkneſſe haſting upon many evil doers that harden their hearts 
againſt Chriſt, and would not he ſhouſd reign over them, chough 
rhat of him in all Conſciences ſhews how to come to him, and 
Jearn of him who was lowly, and meek, holy, and harmleſle, 


which is your ducies in an eipeciall manner, Ileit (after ſo many 
his 


2 | 
his warnings) he leaves you to your hardneſſe and hearts luſts, 
and ſay, why ſhould they be ſmitten any more , they are tur- 
ned to Idols, let them alone; and then you juſtifie your ſelves, 
and A& yet greater and greater abomination, in fighting a- 
Sainſt God, ſtirring up ſtrife amongſt the people, and belying 
the Lords Servants , his truth and crue Church, that is, with- 
our ſpot, blemiſh, wrinckle, or any ſuch thing ; and what will 
you do in the end thereof? There hath been a time of igno- 
rance which the Lord God hath ſeemed to wink at, but now 
calls upon all men every where to repent and believe in his onely 
begotten Sonne, whoſe Goſpel never came in word onely, but 
in plain demonſtration of his ſpirit and of power ; nor doth the 
faich of Gods Ele&t ftand (at all) in the Wiſdome of man, but 
in the pure power of God, as Abraham believed God, and 
followed him, not knowing whither he went, ſo do they that are 
of the ſame faith, (Children of A5raham) ar this day, being led 
by his ſpiric,and fitted with wiſdome and great Power for his ſpt- 
rituall work in this his notable day, wherein his Angels appear 
ſpirits, and his true Miniſters a flame of firein all Lands, thereby 
reproving the world of ſin,righteouſneſs and judgement, gather- 
ing the Wheat into his Garner, and burning the chaffe with un- 
quenchable fire;even his day wherein the armies of heaven follow 
him,cruſhing down, and breaking in pieces every high thought, 
| lofty look, and deceicfull thing, that exalteth it ſelf againſt the 
Kingdome of Chriit, and cannot worſhip :you, nor any Idols 
that you ſet np (be they never ſo fair or well-favoured) but (as 
Chriſtsſheep) ſhould greatly rejoice to hear his voice in any of 
you ; but your firange voice they may not hear, nor can own 
your Pharifaicall holineſſe, your mock-faſts for trite and debate; 
your railing accuſations, curſing thoſe that came in the name of 
the Lord, or other abominable-practices, which you exerciſe 
your ſeives in (without any reſpe&t or Reverence to truth) be- 
cauſe contrary to what is ſtrained through your muddy brains, 
wherewith you have ſo defiled the Nations, that the workers of 
iniquity have no more knowledge, but to run violently (at your 
becks) upon the Lords people, to devour them as a man would 
eat bread, toconfemn 2nd kill the juſt that refiſt not, even the 

able 
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able Miniſters of the new Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of 
the ſpirit (t hough ſome otherwiſe unlearned men ) whereby 
they approve themſelves to every mans Conſcience in the fighe 
of God, in Afﬀictions, Tumukes, Stripes , Impriſonments, La- 
bours, &c. Do not your hearts ſmart within you in thinking on 
the dolefull and deadly Kneis yon have rung, and cauſed others 


to ringover this Common-Wealch, and yer do, ever fecking to 


put the people upon Atts of violence one againit another, there- 
by taking peace from the earth, under colour of adviſing ſome 
to take heed of being deceived by others? when that of God in 
your Conſciences will tell you that itis by your Inventions they 
are deceived, that you do orſay therein, being not for very love 
ro God and their ſouls, but for other ends then his Service , and 
how inſtead of being a ſweet ſavour to God, as alſo in them 
that believe, and to them that perith you are become an. evil ſa- 
vour, and ſtinch upon the face of the earth, in ſo much that it is 
ſore burthened with yon ;, and can you be fo blind, as not to ſce 
it, or nottothink it high time for you to live quietly, as ſober 
minded men; work with your hands, andeat your own bread, 
and permit others to do ſo likewiſe, or the Magiſtrate to prevent 
ſuch Actsof violence, as many of you have, and yet do occaſi- 
on, that thoſe who have not yielded obedience to the light 
and Law within , are to be governed by a Law without, and 
they that obſerve the Royall Law, and live of the Goſ pel, freely 
(in all places) to preach the Goſpel. 

Would you have all people to believe, that as you buy Lear- 
ning, Languages and Arts for money at Schools, that ſo(there- 
with alſo) you receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and after 
that (having laid your hands one upon another, and are placed 
in Pariſhes) what you have, or ſhall find out, invent and com- 
poſe, as from books, and fo take mony to teil of, or teach 0- 
thers,is the Word of "God to them for ſalvation of their ſouls? or 
would you have it believed that you have any rule for what you 
do and ceach, ſave onely your own, or other mens meagings 
and inerprecations of the Words and Writings of the Prophets; 
Chrilt, and his Diſciples, as recorded ih the Scriptures, . which 
you maze ufe of as the chief inftrument of your Trade or Crafr, 
to get hvny by, thereivith beguiling unſtable Souls, rhat can- 
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not ceaſe from Sinne ; I pray you conſider what. elſe-dothiit 


avail you to Read, Hear, Study , Invent, Compoſe, and con- 
- tend about words, while you abide in the Enmity-againit God, 
and Wrathfulneſſe of the Earthly Nature, Will and Wiſdome, 
even of that ſpirit which led Cai» to ſlay his brother ( 8ecauſe his 
own deeds were evil, and his brothers good) the Jews to crucifie 
Chriſt, and ſtone Stephen, and all the bloody perſecutors (in the 
Antichrifſtian ſtate) to torment ? ſlay, burn and maſſacre the bo- 
dies of all the Martyrs, and that onely for the word of God, 
the teſtimony of Jeſus , and thoſe perſecutors not being able to 
reſiſt the wiſdome of the Holy Spirit by which they ſpake, it be- 
ing the very ſame ſpirit in you that hath occaſioned ſome of you 
to cauſe ſuch and ſo many vile things to be done, as would make 
a mans ears even tingle to hear tell of, which is the cauſe why 


you are generally in ſo great confuſion, ſo ignorant of your du- 


ties to God and man, and of the people that are che Worlds 
Scorn, that bear the veſſels and name of the Lord at this day, and 
why you conclude your ſelves and others are to continuein your 
fins, be of an erroneous and fallible ſpirit, while in theſe Bodies 
of fleſh, +0. . 

Muſt you indeed contiuue in finne , remain ſinners of the 
Gentiles,or worſe, for (as it is writtten) He that commits finne 
is of the Devilzwhlule ſo,what ground, Rule or Reaſon have you 
to ſuppoſe people ſhould believe you, or hearken to your Talk, 
or Methodicall Forms of words, more then unto others? can 
that be good and pleaſing to God that is mixt with ſin, and per- 
formed by ſinners, that take part with the evil one, Gods ene- 
my- Doth any unclean thing come near his dwelling ? or did 
not Chriſt Jeſus come to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and 
bring in an everſaſting Rrighteouſneſſe? Be not alwayes ſlow of 
hearc to believe what is written; theſe your inventions ſhall cer. 
tainly and ipeedily come toanend; Babylon ſhall fall and never 
riſe again; and therefore come out of her, make haſt, tarry 
not, nor ſay within your ſelves, Shall we confeſle 'our ignorance 
of what we have ſo long laboured about, preachedand contend- 
ed for, as the Goſpel of Chriſt, and for which we have received 
ſo great yearly Inromes from the people ? Shall we. bring ſo 
great a ſhame upon our ſelves, our Office and Miniſtry, OP 
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. ay, wehave been ſo long as, ard deluded and deceived 


ſo many peoples Souls that truſted to usand ou DoRrine; and 
thereby occalion every one to ſleight, contemn, . and deſpiſe us. 
Muſt we loſe all, part with all, or not be ChriflsDiſciples ? 
Learn to Jabour, and live like other men; Thisis an hard ſaying. 
who can bear it? &c. 

. Now at your perils beit, whether you hear or forbear, you 


| have been plainly dealt with , and if for all this, you remain 


obſtinate, not willing to become fools for Chriſts ſake, that 
you may become wiſe unto him ; not willing to ſet aſide all your 
ornaments of Learning, Arts, and naturall part, ard fland fin- 
gle unto him, that he may know what to do to you for your 
cood, but will indeed have your portions..in this preſent evil 
world, you ſhall not onely bave leanneſſe in your Sovls, but 
theſe things(wherein you take delight, and which your hearts luſt _ 
afrer) ſhall be dead comforts, but living torments to you, and 
your blood be npon your own heads; when Chriſt ſhall ſay, Depart 
frem me, I knew jen nit ,je are werkers of iniquity + Go tothe gods 
that you have ſerved, and to the men and things that you have 

truſtedin, Ce. | 
And now, all you people, I ſay again, hearken to the voice 
of Chriſt in your Conſcierces, wait, and watch there, that you 
may come to ſee how far you have been guilty againſt God, and 
occaſioners of your own troubles, and ſufferings, as evil-doers ; 
ſor it is written, that God moved David to number the people, 
becauſe he had a purpoſe to deſtroy them, even ſo were the able 
men «mongſt you numbred before the late Wars; and when ſo, 
God will find out inſtruments, though ſuch may be imployed by 
the evil one to their own ruine. Thele things beſore mentioned, 
were not all done in a corner; nor you remembred thereof to 
diſquiet your minds, or to raiſe diſpleaſure in you againſt any 
perſon, but as afore is ſaid for their admonition, and your ſatis- 
faRtion, and ſutnre caution, herein take diligent heed at all 
times, and ſtand clear of theſe men; for you may belike to 
meet with tentations, ſuch as you are not yct aware of, here is 
the true cauſe of your troubles and trialls, for you to make the 
right uſe of, and asany of you become diligent obſervers of your 
duty,to God, you will diſcern ag rightly, favour the —y 
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God, tind fee them as they are, and uſe them as you ought, and 1 
then ſhall no man need to ſay to ſuch, Depart from the Tents N 
and Ware-houſes of ſuch wicked men, or enter not into the 
Idols Temples, leſt you defile the Temple of God; For if any 
man defile the Temple of God, him will God deſtroy. There is 
now no ſerving two Maſters, no partaking of the Table of the 
Lord, and the Table of Devils: Scand therefore in the daily 
Croſſeunto that, and in that, which is contrary to mans own 
will, deſires, atie&tions, Reaſonings, and wordsof Wiſdome, 
and fo abide faithfull unto him that hath ſo called, who will alſo 
doit, &c. but then look to be made a by-word amongſt others, 
.a deriſion to them that are round abont you, and it is alſo like 3 
the Devil may caſt ſomeof you into Priſon, and tribulation you 
may have, which (accordin g to the integrity of your hearts, 
and cleanneſſe of your hand«) ſhall be ro your ſpirituall advanta- 
ges, whereby to become wiſer then your enemies, as continual- | 
ly refreſhed and ftrengrhened in the inner man, by the ever- 
{ſpringing fauntain of Life and love that runs through the earth, 
ro accompliſh thatfor which it is ſent, which many of you yet ſee | 
not, becauſe your eyes are ſhut; Chriſt Jeſus came to open the I: 
blind eyes, and right bleſſed are rheir eyes that ſee, and receive 
the inheritance amongſt them that are ſanAtified through faith 
in him, though derided, falſely accuſed, and ſer at naught (as | 
the good way of the Lord, bis ſervice and ſervants have been and | 
are) cruelly perſecuced & iaid to be troublers{as E1jah was) even 
by many of thoſe men that oft have, and yet do ſtrive to trouble 
and overtop the whole Common-wealch,as others (of that forr 
of men)before them,thbough in ſomewhat a different manner,e+e. | 
Have not ſoine ſuch men done more miſchief in a few weeks«<r 


dayes, then could be amended in much longer time (beſides your 
ſad ſufferings thereby) by cauſing (as.it were) the foundations 
of the earth to be turned out of courſe, occaſioning changes in 
Governments and Governours? and is it not evident, that they 
Þ who can fo far prevail, as to have ſetup again, and pulled down? 1 
(at their pleaſures) can alſo chrow the ſame down again (by like 

means) when that ſerves not their ends, whereot not onely hiſto 
: ries, but your own experience, do (in part)make manifelt ard dif- | | 
cover? by whum,andin what way confuſions of mens minds and ? 
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manners, changes of Religion, Laws, and ſtates, as alſo was; 
ſpilling the blood of the Saints, and other miſeries to mankind, 
have come in all ages of Antichriſc. | | 
+ Some ſpeaking in your caſes, will fay that the late Biſhops were 
an inconſiderable number of men, had not many more aſſiſted, 
and led on others alſo, as the multitude, to act and carry on 
their Deſigns, And as for the late King, he was but one perſon, 
and therefore his evil Councel and aſliſtants were all along chief- 
ly charged rather chen he, and will alſo ſay, that you (the peo- 
ple? deſired peace (rather then War) and a quiet living, untill 
incited, ſtirred up and provoked to ſtrife,and Inteſtine Wars, ons 
part againſt another, and therefore certainly there be yet ſome 
men juſtly to be eſteemed great offenders therein, the guiltineſ# 
of whoſe cauſe and Conlciences cannot be ſeparated, and yet 
have ſo (fox like) lurked in their dens vnder the ſhelter of one 
Authority after another, as that they have eſcaped the hand of 
Juſtice, and not been dealt with, if diſcovered, although at ſome 
times crying out againſt Authority, and at other times to autho- 
rity to help them and defend them from bur being ſoberly ſpo- 
kento: It is not hereſaid, what ſuch men deſerved, or do de- 
ſerve for all theſe their ſundry ſorts of ſervices (when particu- 
farly diſcovered with their reſpe&ive deeds) nor what is become 
of the Magiſtrates, that bitherto bave taken ſuch for their Coun= 
ſellours, and patronized them. Theſe are things that the righ- 
teous Judge of all the earth will yer further call ro account, 
who hath looked down from the habitation of his holineſs and 
glory, and taken his peoples cauſe into his own bands, and ap- 
pears therein, with affeaion ro them, (as being afMlied in all 
their aMiftions1nd indignation againſt his enemies, who (if they 
ſo contirive bu: 1 little while : ſhall become like Bell and the Dra- 
50n,Empty Idols, 'feem they how never o great in this world) 
jo that all othc-5 ſhz:! ſee whereof they are mace, for the Lord 
God of Glory w/!l ſpeedily zread down Sathan under the feet of 
bis Saints that a: dear aid precious in his fight, what ever 
others deem oi them. 
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